Prescribing for leg ulcers in general practice, Part 2.
This study, the second of a two-part article, reports the findings of a survey undertaken to establish who selects the product used in the management of leg ulcers, and the factors influencing their decision making. The use of interviews (n = 9) followed by postal questionnaires (n = 197) confirms that the majority of decisions are made by practice nurses and district nurses. The findings suggest that, of the factors considered, patient comfort and compliance are the most important factors influencing product selection. This study also suggests that nurses are not using the best available evidence because of inaccessibility of resources and lack of time to search the literature. Nurses also cited difficulty in discriminating between a biased presentation and reliable research.